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Helena Area Resource Office
930 W. Custer Avenue West
Helena, MT 59620

May 18, 1998

TO: Governor's Office, Julie Lapeyre, Room 204, State Capitol, POB 200801, Helena, MT 59620{801
Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Room 106, POB 20L70/., Helena, MT 59620
Dept. Environmerual Quality, ivletcalf Building, POB 2C09Cl, Helena, MT 5962G'0901
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Offrce
Fisheries Division
Wildlife Division
I-ands Section
I-egd Unit
FWP Commissioners

MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, POB 2Ol2U Helena, MT 5962U12W
MT State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., PO Box 201800, Helena, MT 59620
James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena, MT 59624
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, POB 595, Helena, MT 59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena,MT 59624
Broadwater County Commissioners, Courthouse, Townsend, MT 596/y'.

Jerry DiMarco, PO Box 1571, Bozeman, MT 59771
MT Wildlife Federation, PO Box 1175, Helena, MT 596V{
Glen Hockett,745 Doane Road, Bozeman, MT 59715
Skyline Sportsman's Assoc., Box 173, Butte, MT 59701
Jefferson Valley Sportsman's Assoc., POB 663, Whitehall, MT 59759
Prickly Pear Sportsmarr's Assoc., 1721 Virginia Dale St., Helena, MT 59601
Anaconda Sportsmen's Club, #2 Cherry, Anaconda, MT 59711
Senator Dan Hurwitz, PO Box 585, White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
Representative Gay Ann Masolo, 20 Duck Drive, Townsend, MT 596+i
Senator Mignon Waterman 530 Hazelgreen CT, Helena MT 59601

Senator Sue Bartlett 416 N. Beattie, Helena, MT 59601
Representative Chris Ahner 1470 Boston Rd, Helena, MT 59601

Representative Hal Harper 9 Comstock Rd, Helena, MT 59601

Representative David Ewer 1016 5th Av, Helena, MT 59601

Representative Chase Hibbard 725 Madison Av, Helena, MT 59601

Thomas Clifford, Forest Supervisor, Helena National Forest, 2880 Skyway Dr., Helena, MT 59601

Ranger George Weldon, Townsend Ranger District, 415 South Front, Towrnend, MT 596//
Jim Owings, Butte District Manager, Bureau of Land Management, PO Box 788, Butte, MT 597V2

Ladies and Gentlemen:

You recently received documents relating to the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FrfifP) proposal to purchase

a conservation easement on 1685 acres of land owned by the Hahn Family (Hattn Ranch). This property is

located approximately l5 miles southeast of Helena, MT.
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Enclosed please find the Decision Notice for the Hahn Ranch Conservation Easement. Based on comments

received there were no changes madc to the Draft EA, Management Plan, and Socio-Economic Assessment

so the draft version of these documents are to be considered to be the final version.

Fourteen comments werc received rcgarding the proposal. These comments are summarized in the Decision

Notice. There were no issucs raised regarding the potential impacts of this easement that would cause the

departnent not to move forward with the proposal. It is my recommendation, therpfore, that FWP purchase a

conservation easement on the Hatrn Ranch subject to approval by the FWP Cornrnission. Included in this

decision. Because the U.S. Forest Service and the Bnreau of Land Management were involved in developing

the grazing plan and wiU be partners in the Srrzlrngplan's implementation on public land, their letters are

included as attachments to this Decision Notice.

The Commission will be asked to approve the purchase of this easement at their next meeting which is

scheduled for May 29,1998

If you have any firthcr questions regarding this proposal, please contact me at the Helena Area Resource

Office, 4444720.

Sincerely,

Michael Korn
Helena Area Coordinator

enc.
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DECISION NOTICE
HAHN RANCH EASEMENT ACQUISITION

Prepared by Region 3,Montana Fish,Wildlife dじ Parks
May 18,1998

PROPOSAL

The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks GU/P) proposes to purchase and monitor a conservation
easement on property in the Elkhorn Mountains owned by the Hahn family (Hahn Ranch). The
proposal includes the purchase of an easement on approximately 1,685 acres on the Hatrn Ranch.
The easement would include all of the habitat types on the ranch identified as important for
protection. The total purchass price for the proposed easement is $250,000. Additionally, a
grazing plan for livestock was developed for the Hahn Ranch property and adjacent grazrng leases

on Bureau of Land lylanagement and Forest Service administered lands. This plan was developed
in conjunction with the Hahn Ranch, Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Servibe.
Lnprovements on the private land to implement the grazing plan would cost approximately $6,875
and would be funded by the Departnent's Habitat Montana Program. .

The specific terms of the easement in their entirety are contained in a separate legal doctrment
which is the "Deed of Conserrration Easement." This docunent lists FWP's and landowners' rights
under the tenns of the easement as well as restrictioru; on landowner activities. The rights of both
parties and restictions on landowner activities were negotiated with and agreed to by FWP and the
landowners. The intent of these rights and restrictions is to preserve important wildlife habitar in
peryetuity while maintaining the agriculnral and public recreational uses which have occurred on
the land.

MOT{TANA T'TWIRONMFT{TAI POLICY ACT PROCESS

FWP is required to assess impacts of the proposal to the human and physical environment. The
Hahn Ranch Easement proposal and its effects were documented by FWP in an Environmental
Assessment @A) to satisff the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).

A 3l-day public comment period on the EA ran from April 13, 1998 through lvlay 13, 1998.

Articles and legal notices of the proposed action ran in area newspapers and a public hearing was

held at the Broadwater School and Community Library in Townsend on May 7, 1998.
Approximately 50 copies of the Environmental Assessment were mailed or delivered to adjacent
landowners, sportsman groups, goverunent agencies and other interested parties. A total of 150

copies were printed and made available to the general public for review. ln addition,
representatives from FWP met with the Broadwater County Commission and Prickly Pear

Sportsmen's Association. Copies of the EA were hand delivered to adjacent landowners by
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Department personnel to provide an opportunity to explain the proposal and answer questions in

person.

ISSUF S RA TSF n IN rHtr. FNVIRONMFNTAL ASSnSSMI'NT fl A)

The EA lists the issues in detail. These include effects of the proposed conservation easement and

potential coru;equences if the easement were not obtained. Lands near the Hahn Ranch are beipg

suMivided. This type of development is the greatest ttueat to wildlife movements and habitats and

the public's enjoyment of the wildlife resource in this area.

Values on the Hahn Ranch property which would be protected in perpetuity by the conservation

easement but might otherwise be threatened include: valuable wildlife habitat r€sources, public

hunting access and access to adjacent public lands, aesthetic values, and traditional agricultural

uses of the land. This easement and associated management plan would require additiond
monitoring by FWP, including periodic inspections and meetings with the landowner.

SUMMARV OX' PT,BLIC COMMENTS

As of May 13, 1998, the Department received a total of 14 comments, including 12 written

statements, and tw'o oral comments offered as testimony at the public meeting. All 14 comments

favored the proposal. At the public hearing held in Townsend, oral testimony and/or written

comments were received from three of the 20 people in attendance. The two people testiffing at

the hearing favored the easement. Comments from the public hearing and those received during

the 31 day comment period are addressed in the next section.

COMMT'NTS

The following agencies, groups or organizations provided letters of support for the conservation

easement on the Hahn Ranch: Broadwater County Commission, Bureau of Land Management,

HelenaNational Forest, and Prickly Pear Sportsmen's Association. The many favorable comments

centered arourd the need to protect the valuable habitat values located on the Hahn Ranch and to

maintain public access in perpetuity. Since the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service

were involved in developing the grazing plan, which includes land administered by federal

agencies in proximity to the Hahn Ranch, these letters are included as an attachment to this

Decision Notice.

One written comment, while favoring the proposal, raised two issues.

Those issues and the Deparfinent's response follows.

Issue l. A concem wzut raised that this proposal may restrict multiple use on the eastern front of
the Elkhorn Mountains.



ヘ Response: The terms of the easement, identified in the EA and the Deed of the Conservation

Easement, apply only to the Hatrn Ranch property. It is outside the scope of this analysis and the

authority of FWP to dictate or predict future management activities on adjacent private and federal

lands.

Issue 2. Concern was expressed regarding the impact to all parties if cutthroat trout are, listed as

an endangered species and transplanted into Whitehorse Creek, and whether Whitehorse Creek is

even suitable habitat.

Response: There is currently a separate analysis underway by FWP and the U.S. Forest Service

regarding the reintroduction of cutthroat trout in selected drainages in the Elkhorn Mountains.

Preliminary discussions with the Forest Service indicates thatponions of Whitehorse Creek located

on Forest Service lands may be suitable habitat for cutthroat trout. What eventually occurs with

those efforts and whether cutthroat are ultimately listed as an endangered species is outside the

scope of this analysis. Under the terms of this easement there is nothing that requires the

landowner to allow intoduction of cutthroat on their property.

DECISION

Utilizing the EA and public comment, a decision must be rendered by FWP which addresses the

concenr and issues identified for this proposed easement.

Both FWP's analysis and all of the public input support preserving the existing land uses of the

Hahn Ranch properly. The land contains critical winter rtrnge, a diversity of habitat types, suppos
a unique mix of game and non-game wildlife species and has had a tradition of public recreation

. All of these valuable resources may be threatened by land use changes which are presently

occurring throughout Montana and the vicinity of the proposal. The proposed conservation

easement on the property would guarantee and maintain, in perpenrity, historical uses by wildlife,
ranchers and the public.

No significant issues were generated during the public comment period and no revisions were made

to the Draft Environmental Assessment, which will therefore serye as the Final Environmental

Assessment.

After review of this proposal and the corresponding public comments, it is my recommendation to

ptschase a conservation easement on the Hahn RanctU subject to approval by the Fish, Wildlife and

Parks Commission

W&e*,^^
Michael Korn
Helena Area Coordinator
May 18, 1998



United Strtes
Deprrtment of
Agrlculturc

Forert Helcne Netlonel Forest 2tt0 Skywey Drlve

Scrvlce Helene, MT 59601
405-449-5201
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File Code:  5400

Date:  R4ay 13,1998

Michael Korn
Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Helena Area Resource Office
930 West Custer Avenue
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Mike:

The Helena National Forest strongly supports the purchase of the Hahn Ranch conservation ease-

ment as identified in the environmental assessment

This purchase will complime,nt public land winter range by adding opportunities for winter range on
the Hahn ranch. Pr:rchase of this ease,ment will provide motorized access to the boundary of national
forest. The grazing plan has been well coordinated and we are confident the objectives of the Diorite
Allotment will be met.

I appreciate the close working relationship you and your staffhave established on the Helena Na-
tional Forest and how you have involved the Townsend Ranger Distict throughout the process.

Sincerely,

3LIFFORD
Forest Supervisor

cc: Townsend Ranger District

Crrlng for the Lrnd and Scrulng People P¨ mR●弾Pr a



United States Department of the lnterior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Headwaters Resource Area

106 North Parkmont
P.O. Box 33E8

Butte, Montana 59702-3388
Telephone: 406-494-5059
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This is one more accomplishments in our
DeparEment of Fish, wildlife and Parks,
cooperatsively manage Ehe Elkhorns as a
all affect.ed resources and publics.

Mr. Mike Korn
MonEana Department, of Fish

Wildlife and Parks
930 CusEer Avenue West
Helena, Montana 59620

Dear Mike:

This leeger expresses tshe Bureau of Land ManagemenE's (BLM's) supports for your
pending decision to acquire a permanenE conservatsion easements on properEy
or.rned by Ehe Hahn Ranches.

We feel this easements will help rnainEain and protects ranching lifestsyles and
agricultural producEion while enhancing wildlife habiLatss in Ehe Townsend
area. IE will also benefiE the public by conEinuing tso provide recreatsional
opportunities.

This efforE has also resultsed in Ehe coordinatsed grazing plan described in the
Environmental Assessments. The plan will benefit, all trhree agencies by
improving the healEh of the lands, as well as Ehe privaEe landowner and public
intserest,s.

lN REPLY TO:

MAY 1 5 4998

ongoing efforts with the Montana
and the ForesE Service tso

mounEain rzrnge in tshe bests intserestss of

Sincerely,

Y/4A-/
Merle Good
Area Manager


